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Chitnavis suggested that the Municipal Committee might buy gram and sell it to the people There had also been a proposal that some well-to-do merchants should bring in large consign* ments of grain and try to break up the alleged combination of gram-sellers to raise prices and to keep them high. In his letter, Mr, Chitnavis said that he would await the Deputy Commissioner's reply at the Town Hall, which was about two miles from the Deputy Commissioner's house, Mr. Blen-kinsop went down as soon as he could ; but Mr. Chitnavis had gonus home to Breakfast*
News was brought to Mr, Blenkirisop at the Town Hall that there was a threatening of gram looting at the Budhwari Mahalla, where there was no open liazar that day* but where there were many important merchants* houses and shops, He rode off m that direction with the City Superintendent of Police. They learned, however* that the rioters had moved off towards the Itwari Bazar, the unopened shops in which were understood to be full of grain which had been brought in for that day's market* They therefore pushed on to that Bassar. When they got there, they were met by an angry crowd demanding that grain should be supplied* They had come to the Bassar to buy, and there was no grain on sale. Air. Blenkinsop despatched a messenger to the District Superintendent of Police to bring up some of the Special Reserve Police to protect; the Bazar, and, meanwhile, he promised the people that he would try to make arrangements to have grain in the market by 4 p.m, if they would have patience. This promise was undoubtedly required, for there was no grain available- It was also quite a reasonable promise; for the merchants professed themselves to be quite willing to bring grain if they were protected from violence, It was because they had heard veiy credible rumours of an Intention to plunder the Bazar that they had not opened their shops.
It was very much to be regretted that, Instead of adopting this course, which they mint have known to be likely to cause intense public irritation, they did not inform the Deputy